
 

 

Honorable Jocelyn Benson 
Secretary of State of Michigan 
Department of State 
Lansing, MI 48918 
 
Subject: Request for Declaration of Vacancy - Commissioner Rebecca Szetela 
 
Dear Madam Secretary Benson, 
 
I, Dustin J. Witjes, a commissioner in good standing of the Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting 
Commission, am officially notifying the commission, in accordance with section 6(3)(e) Article 4 of the 
Michigan Constitution, to consider declaring the office held by Commissioner Rebecca Szetela vacant. 
 
The commission, established by the voters of the State of Michigan in 2018, is designed to consist of 13 
individuals, with 4 identifying as Democratic, 4 as Republican, and 5 as non-affiliated. Throughout our tenure 
as commissioners, we have consistently emphasized the importance of speaking with one unified voice, 
resolving disagreements through voting on crucial decisions, and standing united behind the outcomes of 
those votes. 
 
Regrettably, it has come to my attention that Commissioner Szetela, through sworn testimony [Exhibit 1], 
actively collaborated with opposing counsel, undermining the collective will of the commission. Her 
engagement extended beyond mere communication, involving the provision of information in person, actions 
that should have been directed through our legal counsel rather than independently pursued. Commissioner 
Szetela, though an attorney, was not the commission's legal representative, and proper protocol would have 
dictated working directly through our counsel. Her actions would have been ill advised. It has also become 
apparent that Commissioner Szetela continues to work with plaintiffs through affidavits [Exhibit 2]. 
 
This overt act of what can only be described as sabotage is unacceptable. The commission had retained the 
services of Baker Hostetler and Fink Bressack, two law firms, to assist in defending our legally drawn district 
maps for the State of Michigan. At no point did the commission authorize or vote to permit any commissioner 
to work directly with opposing counsel. Commissioner Szetela's actions ran counter to the collective will of 
the commission, creating undue challenges for our legal team in defending our maps. 
 
It is crucial to highlight that Commissioner Szetela was among those who dissented, either in part or in whole, 
with the final approved maps, suggesting that her actions may have been motivated by personal 
disagreement rather than a commitment to the commission's objectives. 
 
It is unprecedented for a named defendant in a case to actively collaborate with plaintiffs in a civil action 
against the will of the public body to which the defendant belongs. This conduct constitutes “neglect of duty, 
gross misconduct in office, or inability to discharge the duties of office”; grounds for removal according to 
Article IV, Section 6, Sub-section 3 of the Michigan Constitution. 
 
This commission is a commission of 13, not a commission of one. Such acts of defiance against the will of the 
commission contradict our core principles. 
 
For the aforementioned reasons and in light of sworn statements made in open court, I, Dustin J. Witjes, 
formally propose that the office held by Commissioner Rebecca Szetela be declared vacant through a vote in 
accordance with the commission's rules of procedure. I recommend that the vacancy be promptly filled in 
accordance with state law. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Dustin J. Witjes 
Commissioner - Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission 



 

 

EXHIBIT 1: Pages 170 - 173 First volume of transcripts. 
 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

Exhibit 2: Affidavit from Commissioner Szetela via Plaintiffs post-trial brief (12/04/23): 

 


