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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS 

       
 
SUSIE CRAFTON, RON LIPPITT, 
MARC A. SIEGLER, and MICHAEL SMITH,  
in their personal capacities, 
   FILE NO.  25-_______________-MB 
 PLAINTIFFS,        
  
V    HON. ______________________ 
     
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE, and 
MICHIGAN BUREAU OF ELECTIONS,    
 
 DEFENDANT.               
   

 
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFFS: 
  LAW OFFICES OF JASON WAECHTER 
  AARON R. MARTINEZ (P86228) 
  19080 West Ten Mile Road, 2nd Floor 

  Southfield, Michigan 48075 

  (248) 355-4701 

 

ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT: 
  MICHIGAN ATTORNEY GENERAL 
  DANA M. NESSEL (P51346) 
  525 W Ottawa Street, Floor 5 

  PO Box 30736  

  Lansing, MI 48933-1067 

  (517) 335-7659 

       
 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS,  
FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT, AND FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

 
 
 
 

 

NOW COMES, the Plaintiffs, SUSIE CRAFTON, RON LIPPITT, MARC A. SIEGLER, and 

MICHAEL SMITH, by and through counsel AARON R. MARTINEZ, and for their Complaint for Writ of 

Mandamus, Declaratory Judgment, and for Injunctive Relief states as follows: 

 

There is no other pending or resolved civil action arising out of the 

transaction or occurrence alleged in this complaint. 
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PARTIES, JURISDICTION, AND VENUE 

1. Plaintiff SUSIE CRAFTON is a resident of the City of Novi, Oakland County, State of Michigan. 

2. Plaintiff RON LIPPITT is a resident of Commerce Township, Oakland County, State of Michigan. 

3. Plaintiff MARC A. SIEGLER is a resident of the City of Farmington Hills, Oakland County, State 

of Michigan. 

4. Plaintiff MICHAEL SMITH is a resident of White Lake Township, Oakland County, State of 

Michigan. 

5. Defendant BUREAU OF ELECTIONS is a state agency within Defendant MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, and the executive branch, charged with administering and enforcing 

the elections and campaign finance laws. 

6. Defendant BUREAU OF ELECTIONS is an agency within the meaning of the Administrative 

Procedures Act (APA), MCL 24.203(2), and as set forth in MCL 168.32.  

7. This Court has exclusive jurisdiction over mandamus, declaratory, and injunctive actions against state 

officers, agencies, and departments pursuant to MCL 600.6419 (Court of Claims), MCR 3.305(A) 

(mandamus), MCR 2.605 (declaratory judgments), and MCR 3.310 (injunctive relief).  

8. Venue is proper in the Court of Claims pursuant to MCL 600.6419(1) (claims against state), and MCR 

3.305(B). 

9. This Complaint constitutes Plaintiffs’ written claim, which provides the requisite timely notice of this 

claim to the state Defendants pursuant to MCL 600.6431.  

INTRODUCTION 

10. This action seeks to compel the Defendants Michigan Department of State and Bureau of Elections 

(the “Bureau”) (collectively “state Defendants”) to perform its clear legal duties under the Michigan 

Campaign Finance Act (the “MCFA”), MCL 169.201 et seq., and the Administrative Procedures Act 

of 1969 (the “APA”), MCL 24.201 et seq. 
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11. The Bureau has threatened Plaintiffs with civil and criminal penalties based on an interpretive 

statement issued in 1978 (the “Huston I.S.”) that the Bureau admits is “not binding” but which the 

Bureau says includes “guidelines that need to be followed” by candidates.  

12. The APA expressly prohibits an agency from relying on a guideline or interpretive statement as 

binding law. MCL 24.203(7); MCL 24.232. 

13. Therefore Plaintiffs, for the reasons stated herein, seek:  

a. a writ of mandamus compelling the Bureau to abide by the Administrative Procedures Act and 

the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, thus requiring the Bureau to cease using the Huston I.S. 

as a basis for finding “reason to believe” a violation of the MCFA occurred;  

b. a declaratory judgment that the Bureau’s threatened enforcement is unlawful; and  

c. permanent injunctive relief prohibiting the Bureau from treating the Huston I.S. as binding 

authority in future MCFA enforcement actions. 

FACTS 

14. Plaintiffs adopt and incorporate the preceding paragraphs as if fully restated herein.  

15. Plaintiffs SUSIE CRAFTON, RON LIPPITT, MARC A. SIEGLER, and MICHAEL SMITH 

(collectively “the candidates”) were all candidates for Walled Lake Consolidated School District 

Board of Education during the 2024 November General Election. 

16. The candidates each organized their own separate candidate committees with the Oakland County 

Clerk (collectively “the committees”) and maintained completely separate banking accounts at 

qualified financial institutions pursuant to the MCFA as follows:  

a. Friends of Ron Lippitt for School Board (Committee #98510) - Depository: Walled Lake 

Schools Federal Credit Union, Wolverine Lake, MI; 

b. Friends of Susie Crafton (#98137) – Depository: Walled Lake Schools Federal Credit Union, 

Wolverine Lake, MI;  
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c. Election Committee for Marc A. Siegler (#91240) – Walled Lake Schools Federal Credit 

Union, Wolverine Lake, MI; and 

d. Friends of Michael Smith (#98549) – Depository: Michigan Schools & Government Credit 

Union, Commerce Township, MI. 

17. None of the candidates had access to the banking accounts of another candidate’s committee.  

18. Each of the candidates and committees additionally maintained their own respective fundraising 

accounts through the nonprofit third party payment processor, ActBlue.  

19. Each Plaintiff’s committee had their own separate ActBlue accounts which were connected to their 

own respective committee’s bank account.  

ActBlue 

 

20. ActBlue provides technological and financial infrastructure to political candidates.  

21. For a processing fee paid by the receiving committee, ActBlue handles the coordination and depositing 

of contributions that are made by contributors.  

22. ActBlue’s policy of passing along the processing fee to the campaigns ensures that neither ActBlue 

nor committees make any improper in-kind contributions to any committee.  

23. Plaintiffs each used the fundraising platform ActBlue for campaign finance fundraising and 

compliance purposes.  

24. Because each of the candidates participated in the ActBlue platform, they could each participate in the 

use of ActBlue’s “Tandem Fundraising” tool.  

25. Using ActBlue’s “Tandem Fundraising” tool, contributors could, with one transaction, make 

proportionate contributions directly to each Plaintiff’s committee using one contribution form. 

26. ActBlue would take a small processing fee for each donation, and each of the candidates received their 

proportionate share of the contributions made.  

27. The Tandem Fundraising tool advises contributors that they would be contributing to each of the 
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candidates’ committees.  

28. Candidates across the state and country utilize ActBlue’s tandem fundraising tool, including Governor 

Gretchen Whitmer and Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson.  

The Candidates’ Tandem Event 
 

29. On October 9, 2024, Plaintiffs hosted a single in‑person event at Kickstand Brewing Company 

(“tandem event”) using ActBlue’s Tandem Fundraising tool. 

30. No funds from the tandem event were ever commingled.  

31. Each of the candidates paid an equal and proportionate amount for the costs associated with the tandem 

event.  

32. No candidate paid or received more or less than their proportionate share.  

33. ActBlue deposited each pro‑rata share directly into each Plaintiff’s campaign’s separate depository 

account.  

34. Each committee timely reported its proportionate receipts and expenses from the tandem event.  

35. The candidates’ tandem event fully complied with the black-letter law of MCL 169.244(4) in that all 

expenses and contributions were proportionally shared.  

The Hutson I.S. 
 

36. On September 20, 1978 the Defendant Department issued an interpretive statement to attorney 

Michael Hutson regarding what the Department believed the MCFA required for a “joint fundraising 

event for candidates” at that time. See Exhibit 4.  

37. The Hutson I.S. set forth the department’s nonbinding position, that in order to be fully compliant with 

MCL 169.244(4), candidates must, among other things: 

a. Draft an agreement between or among the candidates indicating exact shares of contributions 

to be assigned and the proportional share of expenditures; 

b. Maintain a secondary depository, thus converting a candidate’s permissive ability to have a 

R
E

C
E

IV
E

D
 b

y
 M

C
O

C
 4

/2
5
/2

0
2
5
 2

:3
1
:3

3
 P

M



 

- 6 - 

  
LLA

W
 O

FF
IC

ES
 O

F 
JA

SO
N

 A
. W

A
EC

H
TE

R 
19

08
0

 W
. T

EN
 M

IL
E 

RO
A

D
,  

SO
U

TH
FI

EL
D

, M
I  

48
07

5 

T E
LE

PH
O

N
E 

 2
4

8
.3

5
5

.4
7

0
1

  •
  F

A
C

SI
M

IL
E 

 2
4

8
.2

81
.0

0
0

6 

secondary depository under MCL 169.211(6) into a requirement; 

c. Advertising requirements including informing contributors that the event is a joint fundraiser, 

the candidates and committees involved, and the agreed share of each contribution; and 

d. Recording and reporting requirements on each participating committee.  

38. Mr. Hutson requested a declaratory ruling from the Department, however, lacked the proper factual 

statement necessary for such a ruling to be made. See Hutson I.S., supra.  

39. By its own text, the Huston I.S. specifically says “Since your inquiry was not supported by the precise 

statement of facts required by Section 63 of the Michigan Administrative Procedures Act (MCLA 

24.263) which establishes the criteria for requesting the issuing a declaratory ruling, this response may 

be considered as informational only and not as constituting a declaratory ruling.” 

40. None of the supposed requirements from the Hutson I.S. exist in statute or promulgated rules.  

The MCFA Complaint 
 

41. On October 29, 2024, Walled Lake Schools Trustee Shayna Levin (“the Complainant”) filed a 

complaint with Defendant Bureau alleging, inter alia, that Plaintiffs’ tandem event constituted a 

violation of MCL 169.244(4) See Exhibit 1.  

42. Plaintiffs responded timely through counsel, asserting that: (1) they had satisfied the black-letter 

requirements of MCL 169.244 because the ActBlue platform structure satisfied the 

proportional‑sharing requirement of MCL 169.244(4); and (2) the Huston I.S. is merely advisory and 

cannot be applied as binding law on Plaintiffs. See Exhibit 2.  

43. The Complainant did not file a rebuttal statement to Plaintiffs’ response.  

44. On April 7, 2025, the Bureau issued a determination letter finding “reason to believe” that Plaintiffs 

violated the MCFA, citing exclusively the Huston I.S. See Exhibit 3.  

45. The determination letter concedes that interpretive statements “are not binding.” Id.  

46. The determination letter goes on to explain that, despite being not binding, the Hutson I.S. “is what 
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the Department has consistently used for reviewing campaign finance complaints concerning joint 

fundraisers.” Id.  

47. As a result of the determination made pursuant to the Hutson I.S., the Bureau seeks to have Plaintiffs 

enter into an “informal resolution” which dispenses with the Bureau’s obligation to follow the law as 

written. 

48. In the absence of an informal resolution, the Bureau’s letter threatens referral to the Attorney General 

for criminal prosecution, or civil fines. 

49. The Bureau’s letter also offers the opportunity to take part in a hearing before the Bureau pursuant to 

the APA.  

50. At such a hearing before the Bureau, as indicated in the determination letter, the Bureau would apply 

the supposed standards set forth in the Hutson I.S.  

51. Such a hearing, with such a standard applied by the Bureau, would result in prejudice to the Plaintiffs 

in the form of an infringement on their due process rights in their dealings with the Bureau.  

Bureau’s Duties Under APA and MCFA 

 

52. The Bureau, as an agency under the APA, has a clear legal duty to follow the law and regulations as 

enacted – not what it wishes them to be.  

53. The plain language of MCL 169.244(4) does not preclude Plaintiffs’ candidate committees from 

engaging in the type of tandem fundraising event which was held on October 9, 2024.  

54. MCL 169.244(4) specifically states that “Two or more persons, other than individuals, may hold a 

joint fund-raiser if the receipts and expenses of the fund-raiser are shared proportionately.” 

55. For purposes of the MCFA, a “person” includes a candidate committee. MCL 169.211(2).  

56. The MCFA does not contain any of the supposed “guidelines” or “requirements” from the Hutson I.S. 

57. All currently effective Department of State/Bureau of Elections rules that interpret or implement the 

Michigan Campaign Finance Act are found in Michigan Administrative Code 
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R 169.1 through R 169.56. 

58. None of the regulations at R 169.1 through R 169.56 contain any of the supposed “guidelines” or 

“requirements” from the Hutson I.S.  

59. Section 15 of the MCFA, MCL 169.215, empowers the Secretary of State to investigate complaints, 

but any enforcement must comply with the APA. 

60. The APA prohibits an agency from enforcing a guideline or interpretive statement as though it were a 

rule. See MCL 24.232(5).  

61. The Huston I.S. cannot be enforced as binding law on Plaintiffs or their campaign committees.  

COUNT I – Mandamus 
(As to all Defendants) 

 
62. Plaintiffs adopt and incorporate the preceding paragraphs as if fully restated herein.  

63. The Bureau was established within the Department of State. MCL 168.32.  

64. The Bureau is bound by the requirements of an agency under the Administrative Procedures Act 

(APA), MCL 24.201, et seq; MCL 169.215(1)(e); and MCL 169.215(12). 

65. A "ministerial act" that may be compelled by a writ of mandamus is one in which the law prescribes 

and defines the duty to be performed with such precision and certainty as to leave nothing to the 

exercise of discretion or judgment. Hillsdale County Senior Services, Inc v Hillsdale County, 494 Mich 

46, 58 (2013), citing to Toan v McGinn, 271 Mich 28, 34 (1935).  

66. The Bureau is vested with the authority and direction to “perform the duties of the secretary of state 

under his or her supervision, with respect to the supervision and administration of the election laws.” 

MCL 168.32(1).  

67. One duty of the secretary of state is to process, review, and adjudicate complaints submitted by 

members of the public alleging violations of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, MCL 169.201, et 

seq. See MCL 169.215(5).  

68. Under the MCFA, the Defendants have the authority to “promulgate rules and issue declaratory rulings 
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to implement” the MCFA “in accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act.” MCL 

169.215(1)(e). 

69. An interpretative statement issued under the MCFA “shall not state a general rule of law, other than 

that which is stated in this act, until the general rule of law is promulgated by the secretary of state as 

a rule under the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328, or under 

judicial order.” MCL 169.215(2).  

70. MCL 169.215(2) provides a clear legal duty which the Defendants must comply with.  

71. The rules promulgated by the Bureau for campaign finance complaints begin at R. 169.51, et seq. R. 

169.55 provides that the Bureau may conduct a preliminary review of an alleged violation of the act 

to determine if there may be reason to believe that a violation of the rules has occurred. 

72. An agency shall not rely upon a guideline, operational memorandum, bulletin, interpretive statement, 

or form with instructions to support the agency's decision to act or refuse to act if that decision is 

subject to judicial review. See MCL 24.232(5); see also MCL 169.215. 

73. A court shall not rely upon a guideline, operational memorandum, bulletin, interpretive statement, or 

form with instructions to uphold an agency decision to act or refuse to act. Id.  

74. MCL 24.232(5) provides a clear legal duty which the Defendants must comply with. 

75. As an interpretive statement, the Hutson I.S. does not have the force and effect of law in such 

preliminary reviews so as to be binding on Plaintiffs. See MCL 24.232, MCL 169.215.  

76. The Bureau further has a clear legal duty to follow the APA in matters concerning campaign finance 

complaints, and to avoid treating the Huston I.S. as binding authority on the Department or Plaintiffs.  

77. No other adequate remedy exists for Plaintiffs, and mandamus should issue ordering the Bureau to 

withdraw its determination letter and to cease relying on the Huston I.S and any other non-promulgated 

rules in MCFA matters.  

COUNT II – Declaratory Judgment 
(As to all Defendants) 
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78. Plaintiffs adopt and incorporate the preceding paragraphs as if fully restated herein.  

79. An actual controversy exists regarding the Bureau’s authority to use non-promulgated and non-binding 

rules such as the Huston I.S. as the basis for MCFA enforcement. 

80. Upon information and belief, interpretation and application of both MCL 169.244(4) and the Hutson 

I.S. are issues of first impression before this court.  

81. Plaintiffs have a procedural due process right to have the Bureau consider and apply only duly enacted 

and promulgated statutes and rules when investigating alleged MCFA violations.  

82. Plaintiffs seek a declaratory judgment stating that: 

a. The Huston I.S. is not binding on Plaintiffs;  

b. Plaintiffs have procedural due process rights under the Michigan Constitution in their dealings 

with the Bureau on MCFA enforcement matters; 

c. The Bureau’s determination and threatened enforcement on the basis of the Hutson I.S. violates 

both the MCFA and APA; and  

d. Plaintiffs’ tandem fundraising event did not violate the black letter of the MCL 169.244(4). 

COUNT III – Injunctive Relief 
(As to all Defendants) 

 

83. Plaintiffs adopt and incorporate the preceding paragraphs as if fully restated herein.  

84. Plaintiffs will suffer irreparable harm, including criminal exposure, civil fines, and chilled political 

activity, absent injunctive relief.  

85. Plaintiffs are likely to succeed on the merits for all of the reasons stated herein. 

86. The balance of harms and the public interest favor an injunction against the Defendants’ unlawful 

practice of treating the Hutson I.S. as binding law.  

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Honorable Court:  
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A. Issue a declaratory judgment stating that: 

1. The Huston I.S. is not binding on Plaintiffs;  

2. The Bureau’s preliminary determination, threatened enforcement, and continued 

reliance, all on the basis of the Hutson I.S., violates both the MCFA and APA in the 

absence of properly promulgated rules; and  

3. Plaintiffs’ tandem fundraising event did not violate the black letter of the MCL 

169.244(4). 

B. Permanently enjoin Defendants from using the Huston I.S. (or any other unpromulgated 

“guideline”) as a basis for finding reason to believe a violation of the MCFA occurred; 

C. Issue a writ of mandamus compelling Defendants to:  

1. Abide by the APA and MCFA and their duly enforceable promulgated administrative 

rules or declaratory rulings in matters concerning campaign finance complaints; 

2. Withdraw the April 7, 2025 determination letter to Plaintiffs accordingly; and  

3. Refrain from using the Huston I.S. as binding law or “guideline.”  

D. Award Plaintiffs their costs and attorney fees pursuant to MCL 600.2591 if the Bureau’s 

defense is found to be frivolous; and 

E. Grant such further relief as determined to be just, equitable, and proper.  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

LAW OFFICES OF JASON WAECHTER 
 

Dated: April 25, 2025      /s/ Aaron R. Martinez 

        AARON R. MARTINEZ (P86228) 

        Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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VERIFICATION OF COMPLAINT 

I, the undersigned, hereby verify and declare under the penalties of perjury, pursuant to MCR 1.109 and MCL 

600.6434(2), that I have examined the factual allegations contained in this Verified Complaint are true to the 

best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

 

 

_________________________________    

SUSIE CRAFTON 

Plaintiff 

 

 

_________________________________    

RON LIPPITT 

Plaintiff 

 

 

_________________________________    

MARC A. SIEGLER 

Plaintiff 

 

 

_________________________________    

MICHAEL SMITH

Plaintiff 

Subscribed and sworn to before me using a remote 

electronic notarization system under MCL 55.286b, by 

Susie Crafton, Ron Lippitt, Marc A. Siegler, and 
Michael Smith, on this _____day of April, 2025. 

 

 

______________________________ 

Mindy L. Brown, Notary Public 

County of Kent, State of Michigan

Acting in County of Oakland 

My Commission Expires: 5/9/2028 

25th

__________________________________________ __________________

__________________________________

Notarized online using audio-video communication
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5 months ago�Updated

When you donate to a group through ActBlue, the money goes directly to that group.

ActBlue is the platform campaigns and organizations use to create contribution forms and

fundraise online. Usually, these groups have their ActBlue contribution form on their

website.

As a nonprofit organization, ActBlue aims to build tech and infrastructure for Democratic

campaigns and progressive-aligned causes to fuel long-term, people-powered change. We

build digital fundraising tools and process contributions for the groups that use our

platform.

Your donation goes straight to your chosen candidate or organization, so they can spend

less time depositing checks.

We pass along a 3.95% processing fee on contributions to the groups using our platform.

Completing a contribution involves expenses to process your credit card. We’re legally

required to pass along processing costs to the campaign so that we do not make in-kind

contributions to them.

Was this article helpful?

6 out of 9 found this helpful

Have more questions?�Submit a request

Why do candidates and

organizations use your platform?

Are contributions made through

ActBlue PAC contributions? (Hint:

No!)

Does ActBlue choose who it supports?

Why am I receiving emails and/or texts

from campaigns and organizations after

chipping in on ActBlue?

Does ActBlue share my personal

information, including email address

and phone number?

Are contributions made through

ActBlue PAC contributions? (Hint:

No!)

How can I fundraise for my favorite

candidate or organization?

1/7/25, 2:26 PM I want to donate directly to a candidate/organization. Can I use ActBlue to do that? – ActBlue

https://help.actblue.com/hc/en-us/articles/19343404614167-I-want-to-donate-directly-to-a-candidate-organization-Can-I-use-ActBlue-to-do-that 1/2
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Article is closed for comments.
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1/7/25, 2:28 PM Can I fundraise for more than one candidate or group using the same contribution form? – ActBlue

https://help.actblue.com/hc/en-us/articles/16869086235159-Can-I-fundraise-for-more-than-one-candidate-or-group-using-the-same-contribution-form 1/3
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1/7/25, 2:28 PM Can I fundraise for more than one candidate or group using the same contribution form? – ActBlue

https://help.actblue.com/hc/en-us/articles/16869086235159-Can-I-fundraise-for-more-than-one-candidate-or-group-using-the-same-contribution-form 2/3
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1/7/25, 2:28 PM Can I fundraise for more than one candidate or group using the same contribution form? – ActBlue

https://help.actblue.com/hc/en-us/articles/16869086235159-Can-I-fundraise-for-more-than-one-candidate-or-group-using-the-same-contribution-form 3/3
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Kick back with our candidates at a
Kickstand Brewing Co. Fundraiser

Susie Crafton, Ron Lippitt, Marc Siegler, and Mike Smith are
committed to ensuring every child in Walled Lake Schools
receives a quality education in a district that prioritizes student
success, stability, and safety! We need YOUR support to spread
the word and get out the vote. How can YOU help? Kick back with
us and enjoy camaraderie and craft brews at Kickstand Brewing
Co.!

1/7/25, 1:55 PM Kick back with our candidates at a Kickstand Brewing Co. Fundraiser — Donate via ActBlue

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/kickstand 1/3
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Please make your donation (suggested minimum $40) to RSVP
and help us lead our district #ForwardTogether
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Pay with card

1/7/25, 1:55 PM Kick back with our candidates at a Kickstand Brewing Co. Fundraiser — Donate via ActBlue

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/kickstand 2/3
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1/7/25, 1:55 PM Kick back with our candidates at a Kickstand Brewing Co. Fundraiser — Donate via ActBlue
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MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 

R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 
M i chigan .gov /E lec t i ons  ●  (800) 292-5973 

January 15, 2025�
Shayna Levin 

420 Low Bank Ct�  

Commerce Township, MI 48382� � �  

 �
Re: Levin v. Friends of Susie Crafton et al.  

Campaign Finance Complaint No. 24-290-293  

 �
Dear Shayna Levin:�
 �
The Department of State received a response from Mr. Martinez on behalf of Susie Crafton, Ron 

Lippitt, Michael Smith, and Marc Siegler to the complaint you filed against them alleging a 

violation of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, 1976 P.A. 388, MCL 169.201 et seq. A copy 

of the response is provided with this letter.�
 �
You may file a rebuttal statement after reviewing the response. If you elect to file a rebuttal 

statement, you are required to do so within 10 business days of the date of this letter. The rebuttal 

statement may be emailed to BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov or mailed to the Department of 

State, Bureau of Elections, Richard H. Austin Building, 1st Floor, 430 West Allegan Street, 

Lansing, Michigan 48918.  

 �
 �

Sincerely,�
 �
Regulatory Division�

                                                                                                Bureau of Elections�
                                                                                                Michigan Department of State�

 �
 Attachment�
c: Aaron Martinez�
 �
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MICHIGAN BUREAU  OF ELECTIONS 

R ICHARD H.  AUSTIN BUILDING ●  1ST FLOOR  ●  430  W. ALLEGAN ●  LANSING,  MICHIGAN 48918 
M i chigan .gov /E lec t i ons  ●  (800) 292-5973 

April 07, 2025 

 

Aaron R. Martinez 

19080 Ten Mile Rd. 
Southfield, MI 48075 

 

Re: Levin v. Friends of Susie Crafton et al.  
Campaign Finance Complaint No. 24-290-293  

 

Dear Aaron Martinez: 

 

The Department of State (Department) has finished investigating the campaign finance complaint 

filed against your clients by Shayna Levin alleging that your clients violated the Michigan 

Campaign Finance Act (MCFA or Act). This letter concerns the disposition of that complaint. 

 

The complaint alleged that your clients held a joint fundraiser and did not follow the reporting 

requirements for a joint fundraiser. 

 

You responded to the complaint on behalf of your clients. In your response, you claimed donations 

were made to each individual candidate and not into a joint fund using ActBlue. Additionally, you 

claimed that your clients “tandem fundraiser” was permitted by the Michigan Campaign Finance 

Act and that the Interpretive Statement to Michael Hutson dated September 20, 1978 is not binding. 

Finally, you claimed that your clients did not make any prohibited contributions or expenditures 

under MCFA. 

 

Ms. Levin did not file a rebuttal to your response. 

 

In Michigan, all money spent “in assistance of, or in opposition to, the nomination or election of a 

candidate” is either an expenditure or a contribution. MCL 169.204, MCL 169.206. A committee 

supporting a candidate for election is prohibited from making a contribution to a committee 

supporting another candidate’s election and is also prohibited from making an expenditure 

supporting another candidate’s election. MCL 169.244(2). A knowing violation of this provision 

is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or a fine of not more than 

$1,000, or both. MCL 169.244(5). 

 

Under Section 44, two or more individuals may hold a joint fundraiser if the receipts and expenses 

are shared proportionately. An Interpretive Statement to Michael W. Huston (September 20, 1978) 

outlined the guidelines that need to be followed for candidates hosting joint fundraisers.�
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�

Based on the above, the Department concludes that the evidence is sufficient to determine that 
there may be reason to believe that Friends of Susie Crafton, Friends of Ron Lippitt for School 
Board, Friends of Michael Smith, and Election Committee for Marc A Siegler violated the Act by 
holding a Joint Fundraising event on October 9, 2024. While Interpretive Statements issued by the 
Department are not binding, they provide general guidance on campaign finance questions. The 
Interpretive Statement to Michael W. Huston (September 20, 1978) is the most relevant guidance 
on joint fundraisers and is what the Department has consistently used for reviewing campaign 
finance complaints concerning joint fundraisers.  
 
Upon making this determination, the Act requires the Department to “endeavor to correct the 
violation or prevent a further violation by using informal methods [,]” and if the Department is 
unable to correct or prevent additional violations, it must ask the Attorney General to prosecute if 
a crime has been committed. MCL 169.215(10)(a). The objective of an informal resolution is “to 
correct the violation or prevent a further violation [.]” Id.  
  
Please be advised that if the Department is unable to resolve this informally, it is required by MCL 
169.215(10)-(11) to refer to the Department of Attorney General with a request that her office 
prosecute for the criminal penalties and/or conduct an administrative hearing to enforce the civil 
penalties.  If the Department conducts an administrative hearing, MCL 169.215(11) authorizes the 
Secretary of State to seek a civil fine of triple the amount outlined plus up to $1,000.00 for each 
violation of the Act.    
  
Please contact the undersigned at BOERegulatory@Michigan.gov by August 14, 2025 to discuss 
a resolution to matter.  
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

�
James Biehl, Regulatory Attorney   �
Regulatory Division   �
Bureau of Elections   �
Michigan Department of State   �

 
 

c: Shayna Levin 
R

E
C

E
IV

E
D

 b
y
 M

C
O

C
 4

/2
5
/2

0
2
5
 2

:3
1
:3

3
 P

M



 

- 1 - 

  
LLA

W
 O

FF
IC

ES
 O

F 
JA

SO
N

 A
. W

A
EC

H
TE

R 
19

08
0

 W
. T

EN
 M

IL
E 

RO
A

D
,  

SO
U

TH
FI

EL
D

, M
I  

48
07

5 

T E
LE

PH
O

N
E 

 2
4

8
.3

5
5

.4
7

0
1

  •
  F

A
C

SI
M

IL
E 

 2
4

8
.2

81
.0

0
0

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 4 

R
E

C
E

IV
E

D
 b

y
 M

C
O

C
 4

/2
5
/2

0
2
5
 2

:3
1
:3

3
 P

M



R
E

C
E

IV
E

D
 b

y
 M

C
O

C
 4

/2
5
/2

0
2
5
 2

:3
1
:3

3
 P

M



R
E

C
E

IV
E

D
 b

y
 M

C
O

C
 4

/2
5
/2

0
2
5
 2

:3
1
:3

3
 P

M



R
E

C
E

IV
E

D
 b

y
 M

C
O

C
 4

/2
5
/2

0
2
5
 2

:3
1
:3

3
 P

M



R
E

C
E

IV
E

D
 b

y
 M

C
O

C
 4

/2
5
/2

0
2
5
 2

:3
1
:3

3
 P

M



TrueFiling Case Initiation - Summons and Complaint
Case Title: Case Type:

SUSIE CRAFTON V. MICHIGAN BUREAU OF MB

Case Description:

Mandamus: All actions for mandamus against state officials and departments

Party 1 (Plaintiff)
Name: Susie Crafton     Phone: 

Address: 19080 West Ten Mile Road, 2nd Floor 

City: Southfield     State: Michigan    Zip: 48075 

Attorney(s) for Party 1
Name: Aaron R Martinez     Bar Number: P86228    (Lead Counsel)

Party 2 (Defendant)
Business: Michigan Bureau of Elections     Phone: 

Address: 430 West Allegan Street, 1st Floor 

City: Lansing     State: Michigan    Zip: 48933-1592 

Party is Pro Se

Party 3 (Plaintiff)
Name: Ron Lippitt     Phone: (248) 355-4701 

Address: 19080 West Ten Mile Road, 2nd Floor 

City: Southfield     State: Michigan    Zip: 48075 

Attorney(s) for Party 3
Name: Aaron R Martinez     Bar Number: P86228    

Party 4 (Plaintiff)

Page 1 of 2TrueFiling Case Initiation

4/25/2025file:///C:/Users/akelly/AppData/Local/Temp/6f0ce1235555e6d05aba277e5f1ad3bd263c84...



Name: Marc A Siegler     Phone: 

Address: 19080 West Ten Mile Road 

City: Southfield     State: Michigan    Zip: 48075 

Attorney(s) for Party 4
Name: Aaron R Martinez     Bar Number: P86228    

Party 5 (Plaintiff)
Name: Michael Smith     Phone: 

Address: 19080 West Ten Mile Road, 2nd Floor 

City: Southfield     State: Michigan    Zip: 48075 

Attorney(s) for Party 5
Name: Aaron R Martinez     Bar Number: P86228    

Party 6 (Defendant)
Business: Michigan Department of State     Phone: 

Address: 430 West Allegan Street, 1st Floor 

City: Lansing     State: Michigan    Zip: 48933-1592 

Party is Pro Se

Page 2 of 2TrueFiling Case Initiation

4/25/2025file:///C:/Users/akelly/AppData/Local/Temp/6f0ce1235555e6d05aba277e5f1ad3bd263c84...



STATE OF MICHIGAN
COURT OF CLAIMS

Bundle Cover Sheet
Lower Court: L Ct No.: COC No.:

Case Title:

Priority: Filing Option:

TEMP-97HK0GDM

SUSIE CRAFTON v. MICHIGAN BUREAU OF ELECTIONS

NONE File Only

Filer Information
Filer Attorney
Aaron Martinez Aaron Martinez, P86228(MI)
19080 West Ten Mile Road
Southfield, MI 48075

aaron@877powerlaw.com

19080 West Ten Mile Road
Southfield, MI 48075

aaron@877powerlaw.com
Filing Summary

Filing Type Filing Name Fee

Summons and Complaint Summons $150.00
eFiling System Fee: $25.00

CONNECTED FILING Verified Complaint $0.00
CONNECTED FILING Complaint Exhibits 1-4 $0.00

Motion (filed with another
document requiring a fee)

Motion for Summary Disposition $0.00

Brief Brief in Support of MSD $0.00
Motion (filed with another
document requiring a fee)

Motion for Immediate Consideration and Expedited Review $0.00

NON-REFUNDABLE Automated Payment Service Fee: $5.25
Total: $180.25

Alternate Payment Reason: None

The document(s) listed above were electronically filed with the Michigan Court of Claims.

TEMP-97HK0GDM-48234217

R
E

C
E

IV
E

D
 b

y
 M

C
O

C
 4

/2
5
/2

0
2
5
 2

:3
1
:3

3
 P

M


